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WASTE ENERGY PLANTS — JAPANESE VIST 

Statement 
HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [5.26 pm]: I would like to talk about a recent trip I took to Japan 
with the Premier. Before I start, I extend my condolences to the people of Japan. It has deeply saddened me to 
hear about the victims of that earthquake.  

I would like to speak about some waste energy plants that I visited while I was in Tokyo and explain to the house 
exactly what waste energy is all about. A waste energy plant would be unique to Western Australia. Two 
companies in Western Australia are looking at putting in these waste energy plants. A waste energy plant uses a 
plasma gasification unit. At the bottom of the plasma gasification unit are four torches that are the same 
temperature as the surface of the sun—so quite hot. Westinghouse owns the rights to the plasma gasification 
unit. The units were designed in Japan purely to dispose of old cars. With those cars now being brought to 
Australia, there is no need for the units.  

This plasma gasification unit is used to burn industrial rubbish, which then makes what is called synthetic gas. 
Next to that is a Martin grate system, which we looked at, for municipal household rubbish. The Martin grate 
system is fired up from the synthetic gas that is made by the plasma gasification unit. The rubbish is burnt and 
heats some boilers that make steam, which turns a turbine and makes about 80 megawatts of power, which 
serves about 80 000 homes; so that is quite big. There is a lot of excess steam, which I believe industry is 
interested in. Industrial waste that is in holding ponds and tanks could soon be used to make that energy. What is 
left is aggregate, which is made into bricks. I have one of the bricks in my office, if anyone would like to have a 
look at it. The cost of these bricks, which is made from our rubbish, is about 11 cents each—so quite cheap. This 
type of waste energy plant emits about one per cent of the carbon dioxide that is emitted by a coal-fired power 
station. Most of the technology in the plant ensures that dioxins or dangerous chemicals are not emitted into the 
atmosphere. The plants I saw in Tokyo were built next to schools and are called environmental plants. One was 
built next to a lady’s foot spa, as well as a residential area. I do not think that building something like that in that 
kind of area would be in the public’s interest in Western Australia; in this state the Kwinana industrial strip 
would probably be a suitable place for one of these plants.  

I turn to what it would cost for ratepayers or councils to get rid of their rubbish through this facility. Some 
councils in my electorate are currently paying up to $140 a tonne to put rubbish in landfill. The cost to ratepayers 
or councils to eliminate rubbish through one of the waste to gas energy plants would be approximately $90 a 
tonne. Therefore, there is a saving. 

Hon Sally Talbot: Where did you get that figure from? 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: That figure has come from our trip in Japan and the companies that are looking at building 
one of these facilities. I am happy to give Hon Sally Talbot — 

Hon Sally Talbot: The cost is $300 to $400 a tonne.  

Hon PHIL EDMAN: Councils are telling me that they are paying approximately $140 a tonne.  

Hon Sally Talbot: I bet they are. Do you think you are really in tune with your electorate? 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: I do not seek to have a debate with Hon Sally Talbot; I seek to educate members on waste 
to gas energy and my trip to Japan, which I found very interesting. 

These plants can produce 14 per cent of household power from the waste in the green rubbish bins. From what I 
am learning about these plants, they are cheap, they get rid of rubbish, there is no landfill, they make bricks and 
they make steam, which makes energy. I am sure that the Minister for Energy would be happy to hear about that; 
he has already had a briefing from me about these plants. 

Hon Sally Talbot: Have you written a report on this or was this an imprest trip?  

Hon PHIL EDMAN: A report about this trip will come, and, yes, the trip was funded by imprest. I am happy to 
give Hon Sally Talbot a copy of the report. The companies looking at building these facilities are New Energy 
Corporation and Moltoni Energy. We met the director of Moltoni Energy, Mr Peter Dyson, in Tokyo. If these 
plants pass the environmental assessment that needs to take place — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! As I recall, the previous speaker spoke without one interjection. The same rules 
apply to everybody. 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: Thank you, Mr President. It is good to hear some passion about what I am talking about 
from the other side! 
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I encourage everybody in this house, if they have the opportunity to visit Japan one day once things are in order, 
to look at one of these plants. I would be more than happy to facilitate, where possible, for any member in this 
house to have a briefing with New Energy or Moltoni Energy. If one of these waste to gas plants happens to get 
built on the Kwinana industrial strip, it will be the first one in Australia. It will be very good for the future of 
renewable energy and will deal with our household waste. I believe that this will make Western Australia an 
even better place to live. 
 


